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  MASTER'S THESIS AWARD  
Award Criteria
1. Award Overview
The Literacy Association of Ireland (LAI) Master's Thesis Award recognises outstanding research in the field of literacy at postgraduate level. This award celebrates scholarly excellence, methodological rigour, and the potential of research to contribute meaningfully to literacy education, policy, and practice across the island of Ireland.

Tá an gradam seo oscailte do thaighdeoirí a chuir isteach tráchtas Máistreachta nó atá ag pleanáil é a chur isteach sa réimse litearthachta. Fáiltítear roimh iarratais trí Ghaeilge.

2. Key Details
	Eligibility Window
	Thesis submitted or planned for submission: 1st September 2024 – 15th September 2026

	Award Categories
	Master's by Research  |  Master's with Minor Thesis

	Word Count
	Minimum 12,000 words — Maximum 20,000 words

	Geographic Scope
	Research conducted in Ireland (Republic of Ireland or Northern Ireland)

	Membership Requirement
	Applicants must be a current member of the Literacy Association of Ireland

	Language of Submission
	Applications accepted in English or Gaeilge




3. Eligibility Criteria
To be considered for the LAI Master's Thesis Award, applicants must meet all of the following requirements:

3.1 Membership
1. Applicants must hold current, active membership of the Literacy Association of Ireland at the time of application.
1. Membership must be maintained throughout the award process.

3.2 Thesis Submission
1. The thesis must have been submitted, or be planned for submission, between 1st September 2024 and 15th September 2026.
1. A letter of recommendation from the applicant’s supervisor must be included.

3.3 Thesis Type
1. Master's by Research (full research thesis)
1. Master's with Minor Thesis (where the thesis component is the primary research output)
1. The thesis must fall within the word count range of 12,000 to 20,000 words.

3.4 Research Location
1. The research must have been conducted in Ireland - either the Republic of Ireland or Northern Ireland.

3.5 Subject Area
1. The thesis must address literacy in a substantive way, including but not limited to: reading, writing, oral language, digital literacy, multiliteracies, early literacy, adult literacy, literacy and inclusion, or literacy policy.


4. Assessment Criteria
Applications will be assessed by an independent panel of literacy scholars and educators appointed by the LAI. The following criteria will guide the assessment process:
	Criterion
	What Assessors Will Consider

	(a)  Relevance & Significance of Research Question(s)
	Is the research question clearly stated, well-motivated, and significant to the field of literacy? Does the study address a genuine gap or need?

	(b)  Quality of Theoretical / Conceptual Rationale
	Is the theoretical or conceptual framework clearly articulated and appropriate? Does it inform the design and interpretation of the study in a coherent way?

	(c)  Appropriateness of Research Design
	Are the methodology and methods well-suited to the research questions? Are ethical considerations addressed? Is the design clearly and logically described?

	(d)  Significance of Findings / Contribution to the Field
	Do the findings make a meaningful contribution to literacy knowledge, practice, or policy? Is the significance of outcomes clearly communicated?

	(e)  Clarity of Writing & Organisation of Summary
	Is the summary well-structured and logically organised? Is the academic writing clear, precise, and accessible? Is the summary appropriately concise?

	(f)  Breadth of References
	Does the work engage with a broad and relevant range of scholarly literature? Are references current, appropriately cited, and representative of the field?

	





5. Application Requirements
A complete application must include each of the following components:

1. Completed application form. Link here: https://forms.gle/Pitq4ZSP6E49G5VC6
1. Two x 2000-word summaries of the thesis ( one blinded and one with full applicant details)
1. Letter of recommendation from supervisor 


6. Selection Process
1. All applications are reviewed by an independent panel with expertise in literacy and language research.
1. The panel will assess applications using the criteria outlined in Section 4, scoring each criterion independently before reaching a consensus decision.
1. The winner will be invited to present their research at the LAI conference in November
1. The decision of the panel is final. 


7. Language of Application
Applications may be submitted in English or Irish. All materials, including the thesis summary and application form, may be completed in either language. The assessment panel will include reviewers with competence in both languages.

Is féidir iarratais a chur isteach as Gaeilge nó as Béarla. Fáiltítear go háirithe roimh thaighde a dhéanann scrúdú ar litearthacht sa Ghaeilge nó ar an dátheangachas.


8. Further Information
For queries regarding eligibility or application procedures please contact: membership@literacyireland.com

The LAI is committed to supporting and celebrating literacy research across Ireland and to fostering a vibrant, inclusive community of scholarship.
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