
History of Cumann Litearthachta na hÉireann / Literacy Association of Ireland 

The International Reading Association, now International Literacy Association (ILA) was set up 
in 1956 in the USA to promote literacy worldwide. The Reading Association of Ireland (RAI) was 
established in 1975 by a group of educators interested in the broad area of reading. It became a 
national affiliate of the International Reading Association in 1978. 

That original group comprised teachers, teacher educators, inspectors from the Department of 
Education, researchers and librarians. About 20 people attended this inaugural meeting and 
formed a committee to drive the work of this new association. Initially the RAI was focussed on 
developing an interest in reading, supporting reading and encouraging research in the area of 
reading. The aims of the association were 

• To stimulate and promote interest in literacy 

• To organise conferences, workshops, seminars related to the development of literacy • To help 
in the professional development of teachers in the areas of language and literacy 

• To publish Newsletters which were interesting and practical 

• To disseminate knowledge helpful to the solution of literacy problems 

• To research new trends in the development of literacy 

• To advise parents on various aspects of the reading process 

• To promote an interest in children’s literature 

• To make submissions on the development of language and literacy to educational 
bodies/conventions. 

  

The RAI was always connected through its affiliation with ILA to international researchers, 
organisations and emerging international practices. It sought to inform, engage and support 
educationalists, researchers and any person who was interested in reading. Growing from 
strength to strength in addition to the association’s annual conferences and seminars, RAI 
hosted a number of national and international events amongst which were 

• Ninth World Conference on Reading 1982 

• Fourth European Conference on Reading 1986 

• First International Youth Congress on World Peace Through Literacy 1986 

• First North-South Conference on Teaching Reading , Belfast 1996 

• Joint Reading Initiative/RAI International Conference 2000 

• 12th European Conference on Reading 2001 

• Multi-cultural conference on literacy 2002. 



  

Over time the concept of literacy itself has evolved and while reading, reading skills and reading 
has always remained a key focus for RAI the emphasis has broadened to encompass a whole 
range of literacy skills to include language, written expression and a whole range of new 
literacies. In April 2015 the RAI was relaunched as the Literacy Association of Ireland, affiliated 
now to the International Literacy Association (LAI) following approval of its membership. The LAI 
aims to support and inform all those concerned with the development of reading, language and 
literacy (including teachers, lecturers, researchers, educators and parents), it encourages 
reflection and dialogue, challenges practice and gives public voice to concerns. 

In May 2026, the Literacy Association of Ireland was relaunched as Cumann Litearthachta na 
hÉireann, Cuideachta faoi Theorainn Ráthaíochta, the Irish version of the group’s name, and in 
recognition of its status as a Company Limited by Guarantee. 

  

 


