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Narrative Fiction: Picturebooks 
 

Narrative fiction is imaginative writing that tells a made-up story using 

characters, setting, plot, dialogue, and descriptive language to entertain, 

explore ideas, and develop readers’ understanding of stories. 

 

Picturebooks combine images and text to tell stories, with illustrations 

playing a central role in shaping narrative, meaning and interpretation. 

The following selection of high-quality narrative fiction picturebooks 

facilitate engaging reading opportunities for primary school pupils, 

supporting comprehension, imagination and enjoyment of storytelling 

through the mediums of Irish and English. 

 

The stage groupings provided are indicative only. Teachers and parents are best 

placed to determine the appropriateness of individual texts for their own 

context. Many texts will be suitable for use across a range of ages and stages. 
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Text Author / Illustrator Stage 1 Stage 
2 

Stage 
3 

Stage 
4 

 

Chris Raschka 

  

  

 

Greg Pizzoli 

  

  

 

Gaia Cornwall 
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Max Amato 

  

  

 

Matt De La Pena & Christian 
Robinson 

   

 

 

Maribeth Boelts & Noah Z. 
Jones 

 

   

 

Dyan Sheldon & Gary Blythe  
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Dorren Cronin & Betsy 
Lewin 

 

   

 

Wendy Meddour & Daniel 
Egnéus 

 

  

 

 

Jon Klassen 
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Jory John & Lane Smith 

  

  

 

Oliver Jeffers 

   

 

 

Mariajo Illustrajo  

   



Narrative Fiction: Picturebooks | Recommended Texts for Primary Readers | Literacy Association of 

Ireland, 2026 

 

Oge Mora 

    

 

Vashti Harrison 

    

 

Dan Santat 
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Trudy Ludwig & Patrice 
Barton 

 

  

 

 

Barbara Cooney  

   

 

Yangsook Choi   

  

 

Jon J. Muth   
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Eve Bunting   

  

 

Sadhbh Devlin & Brian 
Fitzgerald 

 

(Scoileanna Meán-Ghaeilge) 
 

 

   

Scéalta Eoinín 

 
 
Muireann Ní Chíobháin & 
Róisín Hahessy 

 

(Scoileanna Meán-Ghaeilge) 
 

 

   

 

Julia Donaldson &  Alex 
Scheffler  

 

(Scoileanna Meán-Ghaeilge) 
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Áine Ní Ghlinn & Mr Ando 
 
(Scoileanna Meán-Ghaeilge)   

  

 

Áine Ní Ghlinn & Paddy 
Donnelly  
 
(Scoileanna Meán-Ghaeilge) 

   

 

 

Máire Zepf & Shona Shirley 
Mcdonald 
 
(Scoileanna Meán-Ghaeilge) 
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Bridget Bhreathnach 
& Shona Shirley Macdonald 
 
(Scoileanna Meán-Ghaeilge) 

 

   

 

Fearghas Mac Lochlainn & 
Paddy Donnelly 
 
(Scoileanna Meán-Ghaeilge 
do Chéim 1 & 2 agus 
Meán-Bhéarla do Chéim 3) 

   

 

 

Máire Zepf & Tarsila Kruse 
 
(Scoileanna Meán-Ghaeilge)   

  

 

Maire Zepf & Andrew 
Whitson 
 
(Scoileanna Meán-Ghaeilge 
do Chéim 2 agus 
Meán-Bhéarla do Chéim 3) 
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An Gúm 
 
(Scoileanna meán-Bhéarla) 

 

 

  

 

An Gúm 
 
(Scoileanna meán-Bhéarla) 

  

 

 

 

An Gúm 
 
(Scoileanna meán-Bhéarla) 

   

 

 

Carroll (COGG) 
 
(Scoileanna meán-Bhéarla) 

 

 

  

 

An Gúm 
 
(Scoileanna meán-Bhéarla) 
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Ó Briain 
 
(Scoileanna meán-Bhéarla) 

   

 

 

An Gúm 
 
 
(Scoileanna meán-Bhéarla) 
 

   

 

 

Compiled by members of the Executive Committee of the Literacy Association of Ireland, 

2026. 

 


